
“How to setup e-commerce for FREE,  
in less than 30 minutes” 

 
Most people make is sound so hard to setup an electronic financial gateway on 
the Internet. Really it can be very easy, as I am about to show you. 

 

There are many financial gateways available each with different cost structures. 
This can get very confusing, and expensive. Most change monthly fees and can 

take a long time to setup. The one I am recommending for the newbie, is PayPal.  

 
Go to Pay Pal, if you are in Australia the address is: 

http://www.paypal.com.au/au  You will see a screen like this, click the “Join 

PayPal Today” button. 
 

 

Check box for “Business Account” and click next. 
Find your account details 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
When you get to the details of the “Name and Password for the account”, the 

screen will look like this: 



 

Naturally, you would fill in the answers to the “Mother’s maiden name..”, and so on 

At this point I usually save this information in a text  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

You need to agree with the 
terms and conditions, when 

you copy the “Code” make 

sure you use Caps and 
lower case exactly as you 

see it. 

 
2 minutes now, 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



We are almost done, and this has only taken 2 minutes so far… 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Look in your email account, and 

you will see an email like this, 

click here to activate your 
account, and you almost done. 



Just re-enter your password, click that this is your primary address (this shows 

emailmerge, as I already had an account for emarketing), and now you are 
complete. You now have a Paypal transaction account.  

 

This has only taken 5 minutes so far.. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Now click on the “Merchant Tools” tab, and you will see this screen. 

 

 



This will give you the FOUR options on how you want to set up and use your 

account. You can see that accept credit card payments from the major card 
providers, as well as offering PayPal.  

 

 
 

We can choose to setup a regular payment, once off payment or email 

confirmation, for this example I am setting up a “once off payment” simply click 
the “Learn more, Website Payment”, you will see this screen.



 

Click Next step, shown above. 
 

For the example, let’s set up “Scenario 3. I want one item at a time”. Click 

“Integrate Now” 
 

Time taken about 10 minutes so far…. 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

For the example, let’s set up the Payment Button which is to go on our website.  



 

 

 

Select which ever icon you want to display, I have selected the one which shows  
both Visa and MasterCard, click OK then… 

 
Scroll down to the bottom of the page 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Now open the text file that had your account details, and copy and paste the html 
code details into the text file, save and then open your website ready to paste the 

details in.  

 
At some stage it is worth going through the process of attaching your account 

details with PayPal to your bank details. PayPal will send your two different 
amounts of money (both under a dollar), which you report back the amount in 

sequence to what you received them. This confirms that they have the right bank 

account, and in future the money goes directly into your bank account.  
 

Next we want to set our details up on the website, you may not be familiar with 

this part of the process, but it really is very simple, let me take you through the 
steps one at a time, and see how easy it really is… 

 

The most commonly used Website programs would be probably be DreamWeaver 
then followed by FrontPage.  

 
Note: FrontPage will often require “FrontPage extensions” with you ISP, this may 

incur extra costs. My preference is to not use FrontPage, if you don’t have either 

of these programs you can try this one, it’s free, I have used it and it is pretty 
simple to get the hang of, with little instruction. You can find it on Google or just, 

click here to download from my server.  

 



Setting up the Website with Payment Details 
 

This is a little trick I use to easily locate were to put the html code, simply type 
“PASTE HERE”, we are currently in Design view, once you have the PASTE HERE 

where you want the payment details to appear, highlighted  and then click the  

“Code” button. 

 

 
This will look something like this.. 

 

 

Open our text file with the code in it,  
 



 

 
Paste this where you highlighted PASTE HERE, and then click to “Design View”. 

This will look like this, until we publish this on the web. Don’t panic, we are 

almost there. Save the changes, noting the name of the file, in my case this is 
called “ebooks-15” - moving on ☺  

 

Open an FTP program, if you don’t have one, I use FTP Commander, which is a 
free program, either look it up, or save the trouble, click here to download from 

my server. Click here to download FTP Commander. 

 
 



In the left column select where the file with the changes is located, and then push 

the arrow indicating upload to the website. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

And there are the credit card details, ready for business. All this only takes 

minutes, even less now we have setup an account, ready to receive credit card 
payments, for any product or service. This can be regular payments, once off or a 

whole catalogue of electronic payments, usually called a shopping cart.  PayPal is 
able to deliver a range of services, and you deal direct with PayPal for all 

transactions and any questions you may have. 

 
It’s really as simple as that. In less than half an hour, I have setup a business 

account, posted the icon to my web page, and I am live now, ready to receive 

money from interested customers.  
 

As far as setting up a credit card over the web, doesn’t get much simpler than 

that… 


